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REMARKS/ARGUMFMTg 

Reconsideration of the above application in view of the above amendments and 
the below remarlcs is requested. 



In the Office Action, the Patent Office rejected claims 4 to 6, 8 to 15 and 17 to 19 
under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as allegedly being anticipated by Nagahara et al. (EP 1 164 435 
A1). This rejection is traversed. 



Applicants point out that the Nagahara et al. document is the same document to 
which the present application, as well as the parent US patent application, Serial No. 
09/806,852, claimed foreign priority, through a PCT Intemational Application, 
PCT/JP99/05498. See applicants' Declaration and Power of Attorney for Patent 
Application filed in the Instant application. See the front page of Nagahara et al. 
document (enclosed as Exhibit A) where the Intemational application number 
(PCT/JP99/05498) and International publication number (WO 00/20927} are ciided. For 
reference, a copy of the front page of WO 00/20927 is also enclosed as Exhibit B. 

Applicants note that the parent US patent application was a National Stage patent 
application from the PCT Intemational Application and was Incoqaorated by reference into 
the present application. 

Given the above, applicants are of the opinion that the rejection u nder 35 U.S.C. § 
102(b) of Nagahara et al. (EP 1 164 435 Al) is not proper and should be withdrawn. 

The Patent Office also rejected claims 4 to 6, 8 to 16 and 17 to 19 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 102(e) as allegedly being anticipated by Nagahara et al. (US 2003/0113657). The 
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Patent Office states that Nagahara et al. has an earlier effective filing date. The Patent 
Office does not identify the effective filing date of Nagahara et al. Applicants point out 
that Nagahara et al. (US 2003/0113657 Al) has issued as United States Patent No 
6.902,876. 



Applicants note that the present application claims priority to an earlier US patent 
application, serial no. 09/806,852. having a filing date of June 18. 2001. 

Thus, applicants are of the opinion that Nagahara et al. (US 2003/01 13657 Al ) is 
not a proper document to reject the present application. 

Applicants submit that the concerns of the Patent OfRoe have been addrwsed. 
Withdrawal of the rejections and issuance of a Notice of Allowance is respectfully 
solicited. 



RespectJiilly submitted, 




Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Alan P. Kass 
(Reg. No. 32142) 
70 Meister Avenue 
Somervllle, New Jersey 08876 
Telephone: (908) 595-3890 

Customer No. 26,289 """"^"^^ ^29-3650 
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EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION 
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(S6) Jnternational appJicatlon number: 
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• MATSUO, Hidekl Tonen Corp. Co. Res. Dev. Lab, 
Iruma-gun Saitama 356^05 (JP) 

• AOKI, Tomoko Tonen Corp. Co. Res, Dev. Lab. 
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(54) PHOTOSENsmVE POLYSILAZANE COMPOSITION Aisin ulCTLl/^r^ ^ 1 

PATTERNED POLYSILAZANER^^^ i-OMPOSmON AND METHOD OF FORMING 

(57) A photosensltfVQ poiysllazane which may be 
used as a poaitlve-tone photoresist, and a method of 
fonnmg a patterned pofyslteane film by use of such a 
composition are p widad. The photosensitive po/yslfa- 
zane composition of the Invention is characterized by 
comprising a po/ysUazane, particularly poiymethylsiia- 
zane or polypheny fs/teane. and an optically add-gen- 
erating agent. The patterned polyadaxane film is ob- 
tamed by exposing a coating of the photosensllive 
po^silazane composition of the invention to fight rn a 
pattern and dissolving off the exposed portion 
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WOOO/20927 
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(75) ^m^/m^X (*@t-3V>Te5^) 
SI^^BB(NAGAHARA, Tatsuro)lJP/JP] 
feim^iS(MATSUO. HideldXJP/JP] 
W*1&'?{A0KI. Tonio(co)fJP/JP] 
UJ ffl-<$(YAMADA, Kazuhiro)[JP/JP] 
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(57) Abstract 

,...Ki/ P'^'?*«ns'tivc polysilazane composiUon which is 
usable M a postuvc resist; and a method of foTOing a miSIJL 

po^ethylsiiaanc or polyphcnylsilaTanc. and ; photolc d 

inradjatcd pan is dissolved away ^a obtain a oattem^ 
polysilffisane film. patterned 
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